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Introduction
The aim of this class collective worship pack is to provide opportunities to support
children’s spiritual development. Allowing them to experience and reflect spiritually on
three themes; self, others, the world and with an ultimate order of things (for some this
may be God).The resources were created after conversations with children, they have been
tested out in the classroom and developed after feedback from the children. The pack
offers resources which can be used in the classroom during the course of the school year.
There are over-arching theme for each term: others; ourselves; and the world. The pack
was written with the idea of running ‘Others’ in the Autumn term, ‘Self’ in the Spring term
and ‘World’ in the Summer term. However, the themes are not linked to a time of the year
(except for the Remembrance in ‘Others’) and it can be used flexibly to fit the needs of the
children and school. If you wish to run them in another order or pick out a set worship
one week to link into the school curriculum or a situation in the school or wider world,
that is fine. Each session has KS1 and KS2 versions, with a shared story. The structure of
each session is basically the same, so the children build up confidence to respond as they
become comfortable and feel safe. This structure also makes it easy for you to adapt a
session to include a theme and story of your choosing that is of relevance to your class or
school.All stories are included in the packs except for ’Helping Others, even if it is difficult
for us’ (Dogger by Shirley Hughes) and ‘Helping others: keep passing help on’ (Mr McNally’s
hat from the Alfie Treasury by Shirley Hughes). These are in the ‘Others’ packs (KS1 and
KS2). If you wish to run these Collective worships, you would need to source the books
beforehand.These could not be included due to Copyright issues.

Resources
Self

Creation and wonder
Building our life on firm foundations
Our call: the voices around us
Our 'faults' can bring joy
Do we think only of ourselves
Our whole self
Being honest and true to yourself

Others

Belonging
Moments of coincidence?
Helping others, even if it is difficult
for us
Risking your own life for others
Helping a friend
Helping others: keep passing help on
Creating peace with others
(Remembrance)
Being honest
Sacrifice

World

Creation and wonder
All creation is important and best
togther
Making a difference
There is a time for everything
God's power over Earth
Not using all our resources
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Guidelines for Leading Class Collective Worship

Approach
• Place a small table with a candle (and snuffer) on it, where all the children can see it.
• You could add some interesting objects that relate to the story (and a coloured cloth to mark the
church season, if appropriate).
• The opening and the ending should help mark that this time is different in some way, and the
candle can provide a focus for them.
• Feel free to follow the plan as a script or just use it as a guide.
• Move slowly and deliberately explaining your actions and providing a focus for the children.
• Take time for them to settle, then quietly ask them if they are ready to begin.

Leading the Session
• Your first session might simply be lighting the candle, sitting quietly for a short time to enjoy the
flickering flame, before snuffing it out and watching the smoke rise.
• You could invite the children to choose a pebble each if they want to, which they can place around
the candle. If any children were absent try to do this another time, but don’t worry too much! If you
want to repeat this every time you can; but I have found it easier if you keep the same pebbles as it
takes a little while to do!
• Read the opening as you light the candle.These sentences should help children know they can
think about the whole act of collective worship for themselves – they are the ones who decide what
they want to think and believe.
• Next there are some rhetorical questions which may help focus the children on situations in their
own lives that the story will relate to.
• Read the story. Encourage the children just to listen while you tell the story – there will be time
for them to respond later.You could show a picture on the whiteboard or create a PowerPoint of
images to accompany the story.
• Ask the ‘I wonder’ questions. If children want to respond, take 3-5 ideas for each question,
depending on time.Try to value each response – there are no right answers! If they don’t want to
share anything, leave a short gap to give them time to reflect independently.
• Depending on time and the particular act of collective worship, you can then get the children to
have a short time of silence, listen to some music, etc. which may help them think about some
questions you have asked.
• If you’re planning the time to include a written response (takes 5-10 mins) or creative response
(can take longer), have the resources out ready on the tables and try to keep a quiet, peaceful

csoc.org.uk

Guidelines for Leading Class Collective Worship
atmosphere while they continue to reflect and create. Give them the opportunity to either display
their prayer on a clip stand or fold it and place it in the bowl. If they have created a picture or model,
allow them to place it on the table or near the candle. Often it is the process not the outcome that
indicates the level of their reflection so don’t worry if the responses don’t look like much! If the
children want to take their ideas home, this is ok too.
• After the time of response (and you have collected in responses if needed), say the words as a
prayer or reflective thought (leave out the words in brackets to do this).You could also say,‘I’m going
to say a prayer now, if you want to make it your prayer, say ‘Amen’ with me at the end.’ Do whatever
you feel comfortable with.
• Use the snuffer to put out the candle so the children can see the light becomes the smoke. If you
want, you can ask a child to snuff out the candle.As you do so, read the closing sentences to remind
the children that the thoughts, ideas and prayers they may have had do not end in the session but can
be remembered and taken with them.
• Avoid imposing your own understanding of a story or activity.
• Allow children to explore topics which may stir your own emotions and questions; do not feel
you have to be able to provide the answers.
• Accept that it may take a few sessions for you and the children to become familiar with the
structure and the open-ended approach.
• Try to set aside your usual preoccupations and allow the children to take on shared ownership of
the space.
• Give yourself permission to enjoy the experience with the children.

You will need

• A small table
• Coloured cloths (red, green, white and purple if you are following the church seasons).
• A candle and a snuffer.
• Pictures and objects that relate to the story.
• Materials for written or creative response, e.g. paper, pens and pencils, charcoals, pastels, paints,
collage materials, clay, modelling dough.
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