Jesus is Baptised and is led by the Holy Spirit into the Wilderness

Slide 1 – Title

Slide 2-John the Baptist

John the Baptist lived in the desert near the Jordan River.
The People of God came into the desert to listen to John. 

John said: "Get ready! God is sending someone special. The special Son of God is coming!" John took the people into the water and baptised them, so they were washed clean and had a fresh start.
Slide 3 – the baptism of Christ
One day Jesus came to John and said: "Baptise me." 

John looked at Jesus, his cousin, as if for the first time. 

John said: "How can I baptise you? You are the Messiah, the one we have been waiting for. You should baptise me!"

Jesus replied: "No. It is written that you will come before me and prepare the way. Baptise me."

Slide 4 – the Holy Spirit comes down

Jesus went down into the darkness and chaos of the water, and John lifted him back up to the light. Then the heavens opened, and the Spirit of God came down on Jesus. There were people who said they saw a dove come close to him. And other people there that day heard a voice, saying: "This is my beloved Son, who brings me great joy."

Slide 5 – Jesus goes into the wilderness
After Jesus was baptised, he was led by the spirit of God into the wilderness. He stayed there alone for 40 days and 40 nights, talking to God, and discovering more about who he was and what his work should be. Whilst he was there, he was tempted.
Slide 6 – the first temptation

Jesus had been in the desert a very long time, and there was little to eat or drink. He was very hungry. 
One day, Jesus heard a voice. It said, "If you really are the special Son of God, why don't you turn one of these stones into bread and have something to eat?"

Jesus was very hungry. Bread would taste so good. Jesus wondered… Then Jesus said "No. The scripture says: 'We need more than bread to live. We must also do what God says' ". 

Slide 7 – the second temptation
Suddenly it seemed as if Jesus were on top of the great temple in Jerusalem, the holy city of God. 
The voice came back: "If you really are the Son of God, prove it. 

Throw yourself down, because the scripture says, 'God will send angels to save you.' "

Jesus wondered… If angels saved him everyone would know he was special, and they would follow him. Then Jesus said, "No! The scripture says 'You should not test the Lord your God' "
Slide 8 – the third temptation

Then, it was as if Jesus was on the top of a very high mountain and could see the whole world. The voice came back again: "Here are all the kingdoms of the world. Look how wonderful they are. I will give them all to you if you will worship me."

It would be amazing to be king of all these kingdoms. Jesus wondered… Then Jesus said, "No! Go away Satan! The scriptures say, 'You shall worship God only.' I am to be a king, but not that kind of king."

Slide 9 - Jesus with the wild animals and angels
Then the voice went away. 
Jesus was out amongst the wild animals. And the angels came to care for him.

He was filled with the Spirit of God. He crossed back over the river Jordan, and he began to do his work.

In the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus began to tell anyone who would listen about a special kingdom, the Kingdom of God.
· I wonder what part of this story you like best?

· I wonder what part of this story is the most important part?

· I wonder if there is any part of the story we could leave out and still have all the story we need?

· I wonder where you are in this story?
